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Executive Headteacher's Message 



 



Dear Parents and Carers 

What a busy start to this academic year.  Our youngest pupils have done incredibly well to adapt to 

school life.  I have really enjoyed meeting and greeting some of our families at the start of the week 

on the school gate. 

Children have been listening well in collective worship.  Staff have been reminding children about 

our school values of: Compassion, Friendship, Truth, Respect and Perseverance.  The children have 

thoroughly enjoyed their assemblies.  I just want to say a special thanks to Louise Brown from St 

Catherine’s Church for always making the children’s assemblies engaging and memorable. 

Harvest services where superb; it was a real treat to hear the children perform songs, read poems 

and prayers.  Thank you to all the families who were able to join us and for the Harvest donations 

this year  - they will be appreciated by those most in need.  It was also an important time to 

welcome all of our Reception children into Church. 

Our sporting events have started with football  - children thoroughly enjoyed representing their 

school.  Mrs Dyment and Mr Probert were very proud of them all.  Congratulations to all the children 
who took part. 

We have been working hard to identify our school priorities for this year  - to drive school forward.  
We will be focusing on: 

• the school’s approach to phonics and reading so that it improves outcomes for targeted 

children; 

• high quality teaching that enables children to close gaps in knowledge; 

• improving pupil’s writing ability; 

• further embedding the EYFS 2021 framework; 

• strengthening children’s attitudes towards learning so that they develop a range of skills to 
maximize learning; 

• developing high quality leadership and management across the school so that leaders at all 
levels are effective in supporting school improvements. 

A huge thank you to our PTFA who organised their first event this academic year  - a very successful 

movie night at both Burbage Infants and Juniors.  The children enjoyed this experience. 

I hope you all have an enjoyable half-term and I look forward to Autumn Term 2! 

Best wishes, 

 

Mrs Zoe Driver, Executive Headteacher 

Living; Loving; Learning 



 

1 - Donated food items for our Harvest collection for the local Food Bank. 



Collective Worship 

 

During Collective Worship this term we have continued to think about our school values and our 

ethos statement "Loving;  living;  learning" and exploring what these mean to us. 

This half-term we have been talking with the children about Generosity.   We have been explaining 

to the children that a good way to test how generous we are being to others is to think about 

whether we are being as good to them as we are being to ourselves.  Jesus said:  "Love your 

neighbour as yourself."  Mark 12.31 

Generosity is … 

 

Giving something we value to someone else 

Encouraging the best in each other 



Never selfish 

Enjoying helping others 

Raising support for a good cause 

Offering what we can 

Sharing our time and talents 

Inviting someone to join in 

Taking care of God's creation for future generations 

You first, me last 

 



 

Operation Encompass 

 

Operation encompass update: 

You may already know that Operation Encompass is a service provided by the police to make sure 

that relevant agencies  - including schools  - are aware if domestic violence has taken place at a 

pupil's home.  This is to ensure that schools are aware to look out for any impact this may have on 
pupils' wellbeing. 

We have now received an update on this service from Leicestershire Police, which they have asked 
us to pass on to you.  Please see attachment. 



 

PE and Sport 

 

This term the children have worked really hard on their 'invasion games' topic with the main focus 

being on football and hockey.  A couple of weeks ago we took a group of children to take part in a 



football festival at Hinckley Leisure Centre where all the children made us really proud and 
represented our school faultlessly!   

 

We have selected a group of children to become our sports leaders for this term and we look 

forward to their lunchtime activities starting for the whole school when we return after the half -
term break.   

 

Mr Probert is also really pleased with how well the Reception children have settled into their PE 
lessons and 'Big Move' sessions with him. 

'Stay & Play' Sessions for Pre-schoolers 

 

At this time of the year many parents of pre-school aged children are considering school places for 

next academic year.  We offer a school tour for parents and have some 'Stay and Play' sessions 

planned for children with their parents to experience our Reception classrooms.  The 'Stay and Play' 
session dates and details are on the attached image.   

We also currently have spaces in our current Reception and Year 1.  Please feel free to share these 

details more widely with anyone you feel may be interested.  To book onto a parent tour, please 

contact the school office. 



 

PTFA News 

 

We’ve had a fantastic start to our fundraising year!  

We introduced our ‘FundRAISIN’ challenge and we’ve had an amazing response so far!  We ran our 

first movie night since before Covid  - it was really well supported and the children thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves.  In school the children have completed their Christmas artwork for our ‘My 

Child’s Art’ fundraiser.  We’ve even managed to squeeze in a non-uniform day!  It’s been a busy half-
term!  

Next term is just as busy with the return of a firm favourite, Secret Room!  We’ll also be welcoming 

DJ Sinclair back to provide the music at our Christmas disco on Thursday 24th November (for Years 1 



and 2)!   Look out for the ParentMail email from school which will let you know as soon as booking is 
open on our PTFA Facebook page. 

Our AGM is coming up on Thursday October 27th.  This year our treasurer, Laura, will be stepping 

down, therefore, we will have a vacancy for this role.  It is also the intention for myself and Rachael 

to step down at the AGM next year (2023) after 5 years in our roles as chairperson and secretary.  

This year we'd like to work alongside a vice chairperson and a vice secretary to make the transition 

into the roles next year as smooth as possible.  If you’d like any further information about any of the 
PTFA roles, then please email ptfachair@burbageinfants.org. 

Thank you for your support this term.  

 

Nicola Cross 

PTFA Chair 



NSPCC's "Speak Out, Stay Safe" 

 

I'm pleased to let you know that in the next half-term we will be participating in the NSPCC's Speak 

out, Stay safe online programme.  This consists of an online assembly and supporting classroom-

based activities.  Speak out, Stay safe is a safeguarding programme available to all primary schools in 

the UK.  It aims to help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise the signs of abuse 

in a child friendly way.  Children are taught to speak out if they are worried, either to a trusted adult 
or Childline. 

In the online assembly, the Speak out, Stay safe messages are delivered in a fun and interactive way 
with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest appearances by Ant and Dec.  

We have studied the content of the materials and are extremely confident they are appropriate for 

primary school aged children.  By the end of the programme, we're convinced children will feel 
empowered  - knowing how they can speak out and stay safe. 

We will share further details about the programme nearer the time. 



Leicestershire Libraries 

 

Please see Leicestershire Libraries' October newsletter attached. 

 



 

Reminders 

 

Class Dojo 

Thank you for your continued use of Class Dojo this term.  Please note, the messaging facility will not 
be available over the half-term break.  

Please remember to check Class Dojo regularly for year group updates and to communicate with 

teachers.  If you need a more immediate response to a question, please speak to the school office.  

 

Playtrail and Equipment, Scooters and Bikes 



We have reminded the children not to go on the play trail before or after school or play with any 

school equipment, but we do need your co-operation and support to ensure they remember 

this.   Obviously no pre-schoolers should be on there either.  Thank you. 

Scooters and bikes should not be ridden on the school premises.  Please remind your child to walk 
their scooter or bike through  the school gates. 

 

Thank you. 

Dates for Your Diary  - Autumn/Winter 

 

Here are our school dates for the second half of this autumn term for you.  These will also be put on 
our website in the Letter Bank section. 



 

Leicestershire Term Dates 

 

 

Autumn Term 

Mid-term break:  Monday 17th to Friday 21st October 2022 

School re-opens:  Monday 24th October 2022 (8.45 am for 8.55 am registration)  

School close:  Friday 16th December 2022 

 

Spring Term 

School opens:  Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Mid-term break:  Monday 20th to Friday 24th February 2023 



School closes:  Friday 31st March 2023 

 

NB.  These dates have been arranged across the local family of schools and are slightly different to 

those posted on the County Council website.  Our school terms and holidays can always be found on 

our website in the Our School/General Information section: General Information 

Contact Us 

 

Burbage C of E Infant School 

Grove Road 

Burbage 

Hinckley 

Leicestershire 

LE10 2AE 

 

Tel:  (01455) 239391 

Email:  office@burbageinfants.org 

 

Visit us on the website:  Burbage C of E Infants 

http://www.burbageinfants.org/general-information.html
mailto:office@burbageinfants.org
http://www.burbageinfants.org/

