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Executive Headteacher's
Message

Dear Parents, Carers and Families

As we reach the end of a busy term, | would
like to take this opportunity to wish you all a

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

This season is a time for joy, reflection and
togetherness, and | hope the holidays bring
rest and special moments with loved ones.

| would also like to express my immense
pride in all our children for their fantastic
Nativities and seasonal performances. Their
confidence, enthusiasm and hard work shone
brightly and it was wonderful to see so many
families joining us to celebrate. A heartfelt
thank you goes to our dedicated staff as well,
whose commitment make these special
moments possible.

At Burbage Juniors we recently had lots of
headteachers join us for a school review of
our oracy curriculum and approach. The
outcome was very successful; pupils are
speaking well - articulating knowledge and
ideas constructively. In fact, their skills to
challenge viewpoints are quite impressive! At
Burbage Infants we are encouraging children
to speak in full sentences. At home, please
encourage your child to speak in full
sentences; this will further improve their
spoken language and vocabulary.

Once again, it was lovely to come together as
a community to commemorate Remembrance
in Pughes' Paddock last month.

One of the highlights of this half-term has
been our whole school trip to Warwick Arts
Theatre to see 'The Tiger Who Came to Tea'.
Everyone had a wonderful time!

Our Year 1 and Year 2 school choir sang
beautifully at St Catherine's Church Christmas
Fair and to the residents at Moat House.

As we look ahead to the new year, we are
excited to welcome everyone back refreshed
and ready for the term ahead. School reopens
on Tuesday 6th January 2026.

Wishing you all peace and happiness over the
Christmas holiday.

During Advent, | leave you with this uplifting
verse:

“The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5

Warmest regards,
Zoe Driver

Executive Headteacher

The Burbage Grove Road Schools Federation







Christmas Message from Father
Andrew

Christmas is a wonderful time when we come
together with family and friends to celebrate
and share how much family and friendship
mean to us.

A time for us to celebrate the gift of Jesus
Christ coming into our world as our Saviour.
On behalf of St Catherine’s Church and the
School Governors we wish you all a Happy
Christmas for 2025. | was musing and
wondering what to write in the Christmas
cards that we write to each other this time of
year. Some of us will probably send a text or
just even revert to the old fashioned way and
say in person Happy Christmas.

This year has been a good year for our
schools. The infants and juniors have made
history and come together as one federation,
this last happened 200 years ago. A new
chapter has begun and as we say farewell to
this year we welcome the new year and all
that it brings.

May God be with us as we journey together in
2026

Fr Andrew
Rector and Ex-officio foundation governor

St Catherine’s Church

Reminder - Deadline
Approaching for Applying for an
Infant or Junior School Place in
2026

Leicestershire

County Counci

If you have a younger child due to start the
Infant School in August 2026 - or a child
currently in Year 2 due to transition to the
Junior School next year - and you have not
already applied for a school place, please
follow this link: Leicestershire County
Council Primary School Applications

Please note, the deadline for applications for
both infant and junior school places is 15th
January 2026.

We have also got some spaces in our current
year groups.

We are offering Stay & Play Sessions for pre-
school children (2026 intake) and parents -
please see our poster here.
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would like to invite
pre-school aged children
with their parents/carers
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"Stav & Play' Sessions

Come and join us for
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& Friday 8" May 2026
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https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/popular-now/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/popular-now/apply-for-a-primary-school-place

Reception

We have learnt so much in what has been a
very busy half-term! Our themes ‘Hello
Autumn’, ‘Nocturnal Animals’ and ‘Christmas’
have provided us with a range of learning
opportunities across all areas of the EYFS
curriculum. The children particularly enjoyed
the ‘Owl Babies’ story. We also introduced the
children to non-fiction texts so we could find
out more information about barn owls and
other nocturnal animals.

The children have been doing a fantastic job
of learning the sounds and actions in phonics.
They have enjoyed meeting all the animals in
Anima Phonics and we are amazed at how
quickly they are learning to blend the sounds
for reading. Now we have completed the first
Anima Phonics unit, the children are also
being encouraged to use their sound
knowledge in their writing.

In maths, we have been looking carefully at
the composition of numbers to five. The
children have developed a deeper
understanding of how the numbers to five can
be made.

We have also had a wonderful trip out to the
theatre to watch ‘The tiger Who Came to
Tea’. We were so proud of all the children
they listened carefully and enjoyed every part
of the show.

Finally, | would like to congratulate our EYFS
children and staff on the fantastic
performance of our Nativity. | hope you are
feeling as proud as the EYFS team are.

We would like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look
forward to welcoming the children back for
the spring term in January 2026.

Year 1

What a busy but exciting term it has been!
The children have worked incredibly hard and
enjoyed a wide range of learning experiences.

In science, we explored materials and carried
out investigations to find out whether
different objects are waterproof, tough or
absorbent. The children loved testing
materials and making predictions.

In history, the class learned about their own
personal history by creating timelines and
thinking about how they themselves are part
of history being made today.

In RE, the children enjoyed learning about the
lead-up to Christmas and how Christians
prepare for this special celebration.

In art, we have been developing our pencil-
drawing skills by experimenting with pressure
and different types of lines. This led to the
children creating wonderful self-portraits in
the style of Paul Klee. We are very proud of
their creativity!



The classes have also enjoyed their sessions
at Forest School, especially learning how to
safely light fires. We have been practising new
songs for our Christmas Nativity, and the
children were very excited to share their
performance with you.

This term we were visited by the Fire
Department who taught the children about
fire safety, including the important “Stop,
Drop and Roll” technique. It has truly been a
fantastic term full of learning, exploration and
fun.

Well done to all the children for their
enthusiasm and hard work.

Year 2

It has been a busy and enjoyable term in year
2. Our Year 2 children have continued to
make meaningful progress this term across all
areas of the curriculum.

In English, they have explored a range of
writing genres and are growing more
confident in choosing the right style for
different purposes. Highlights have included
writing non-chronological reports linked to
WW1 - where the children enjoyed gathering
facts and making notes - and narrative
writing, where they created and described
their own characters.

During reading sessions, we have focused on
strategies to support strong comprehension
and discussed how these skills help improve
their writing by thinking carefully about the

reader.

In maths, we have covered place value,
addition and subtraction, and are now
working on shape. The children have practised
a variety of methods to solve calculations and
are developing greater fluency in their work.

In geography, the children learned the seven
continents and five oceans, and were able to
describe physical and human features in
places near and far from the equator. In

history, they particularly enjoyed our unit

on How We Learned to Fly, taking on the roles
of eyewitnesses, reporters and significant
figures in aviation history.

This term’s DT work has focused on stable
structures and the children are now preparing
to design and create a chair for Baby Bear. In
science, we explored habitats and
microhabitats. The children carried out an
investigation to find out which habitat
woodlice prefer, recording their observations
in a table.

We finished the term with Nativity rehearsals.
The children enjoyed practising at the church
and were delighted to perform for you all.

We would like to wish you a restful and Merry
Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
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SENCo Update

Just a few reminders as we head into the
Christmas break.

| have Time to Talk sessions on Mondays and
Thursdays each week; if you would like to
speak to me, | can be contacted through the
school office or via Class Dojo.

We had two school nurse sessions on anxiety
and sleep this term. We plan further sessions
later in the year. We shall let you know what
these will cover nearer the time.

The SEND newsletter has lots of useful
information, including top tips for Christmas,
particularly if anyone in your family has
autism or sensory processing difficulties.

Forest School

We are delighted to share some fantastic
news with you all

Our Forest School pavilion is now complete
and has successfully passed all safety checks!

This wonderful new addition means the
children can enjoy Forest School activities
come rain or shine.

This project would not have been possible
without the incredible support of our school
community. We would like to extend our
heartfelt thanks to all parents and staff who
contributed, with a special shout out as well
to:

e Mr Elverstone (Truly Defined Ltd) —
for the manual labour and generous
time he dedicated to bringing this
pavilion to life

e Mr Slack (Timber Yard Direct) — for
materials and support

e Mr Lee —for providing the structural
calculations

e  Mr Smith (SMS Flat Roof Systems) —
for the roofing expertise

A massive thank you to everyone involved for
helping us create this fantastic new space for
the children.




Collective Worship - Trust

In addition to thinking about our school
values during Collective Worship, our theme
this half-term has been TRUST.

We have explored what it means to be
trustworthy and have used an acrostic poem
to think about what trust involves:

Trust s ...

Taking someone at their word
Relying on someone to support you
Unbreakable promises

Showing that you can be trustworthy

Treasuring good friends

We continue to have Father Andrew, Clem
Morrison and Mary Tynan from St Catherine's
Church in school weekly to teach the children
the big stories from the Bible. Karen Berry
from Burbage Methodist Church has also led
one of our Collective Worships.

PC Stretton kindly gave his time to come into
school and reminded us all about some
autumn and winter safety messages.

Thank you to all of our visitors.

‘My God is my
strength in
whom I trust.’

Psalm 18.2

QUOTES
& QUESTIONS

Never be afraid to trust
an unknown future to a
known God.
(Corrie Ten Boom)

7/~ \ Corrie Ten Boom faced many
(_)2 ) risks and challenges in her
U/ life. She got through them
O because she trusted God to
provide what she needed. Do
you trust God to help you?

Trust is the most valuable
:  thing you will ever earn.

(Anon)

8/ How trustworthy are you?
O

Trust yourself, you
know more than you
think.
(Benjamin Spock)

Can you remember an
occasion when you surprised
yourself by what you were

able to achieve?

Trust takes years
to build, seconds
to break.
(Anon)

m What do you think this

C / saying means? Try to put
e

it into your own words.
@)




Advent Prayer Space

Prayer Spaces
in Schools

Earlier this month, we held an Advent Prayer
Space for Year 1 and Year 2 children to take
part in. We chose four themes - Love, Gifts,
Thanks and Waiting - and encouraged time to
pause in order to reflect and pray.

One of the activities encouraged the children
to reflect on the past year and consider things
they are thankful for. They wrote their ideas
on paper baubles and hung them on the
Christmas tree.



Meet our Therapy Dog, Winnie

We have been excited to introduce Winnie,
our School Therapy dog in training, to our
pupils and both the children and staff love
having her around! Winnie is a one-year-

old Cockapoo with a caring and

lovable nature. Winnie is training at both the
Infants and the Juniors and is following the
'PAWS Therapy' dog training, which is the UK's
leading programme for schools.

Mrs Dagley is our handler at the Infant school
and has introduced Winnie to work with
children on a Tuesday morning, along with
Mrs Dolman, our handler from the Junior
School.

Winnie has helped lots of our children so far
and, in turn, the children help support
Winnie's training. Winnie has enjoyed sharing
group stories and outdoor play with years 1
and 2, and has recently visited our Foundation
Stage classrooms.

Winnie is looking forward to working with
more of our Children in the New Year!
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Online Safety - Keeping Children

Safe on New Devices _ SETTING UP PARENTAL "esst
.7 CONTROLS ON NEW DEVICES

As many children receive new digital devices
around this time of year, it’s important for
families to take a few minutes to set up
parental controls before they start exploring.
Parental controls help protect children online
by limiting access to age-inappropriate
content, managing screen time and ensuring
safer communication.

e

National \

College \X
HWakeUpWednesday

The poster included in this newsletter—
created by National Online Safety—offers
simple, practical instructions for setting up
parental controls on popular devices such as
iPhones, Android phones, PlayStations, Xbox
consoles, Chromebooks, Windows PCs, Macs
and Smart TVs. Each section explains what
steps parents can take to keep their child safe
while still allowing them to enjoy their new

technology. The children have had a productive and
enjoyable term in PE and school sports. In our
games sessions with Mr Probert, they have
been developing key skills invasion sports,
focusing particularly on uni-hoc and ball-
handling techniques that support progression
towards basketball and netball.

We encourage all families to review these tips
and check the settings on any new or existing
devices at home. A few small adjustments can
make a big difference in helping children stay
safe, responsible and confident as they
navigate the digital world.

During class teacher PE, the children have
been exploring dance. They have responded
well to a variety of themes used as stimuli and
have worked collaboratively in pairs to create
and refine their own routines. After half term,
we will be returning to gymnastics, where the



children will work towards the skills needed
for an upcoming gymnastics competition that
some Year 2 pupils will have the opportunity
to enter.

We were also pleased to have a group of
children represent the school in a Boccia
tournament at Green Towers in Hinckley.
They performed exceptionally well and
achieved second place, scoring highly against
the other teams.

School Council
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At the beginning of the school year, all Year 1
and 2 classes elected two new school
councillors to represent them at school
council meetings with Mrs Barwell. The
school council regularly discuss ways to make
our school even better and takes on roles of
responsibility to promote national events and
represent Burbage C of E Infants in the
community.

Anti-bullying Week

As a school, we always support Anti-Bullying
Week. The theme this year was ‘Power for
Good’ and the children completed activities to
support their understanding of what bullying
is and what we can do to stop it. We use the
word 'STOP' to help the children to
understand that bullying is unkind words or
actions Several Times On Purpose and that
they need to Start Telling Other People.

The school councillors have also promoted
our charity work. They took it in turns to visit
all classes daily to sell poppies to support the
work of The Royal British Legion. Thank you
to everyone who donated to this.

We have since received the following letter
from the Poppy Appeal organiser:

To the Staff, Children and Parents at Burbage
Infant School

| cannot thank you enough for all your help
and support for this year's Poppy Appeal
raising a fantastic amount of £164.36

This will help towards looking after our
veterans.

Thank you so much.
Best wishes
Carole Lenton

Poppy Appeal Organiser HBD04

We look forward to continuing our school
council meetings next term and will welcome
representatives from the Reception classes
too.




NSPCC 'Speak Out. Stay Safe'

NSPCC
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Years 1 & 2 participated in the NSPCC’s 'Speak
out. Stay safe.' Programme in November.
'Speak out. Stay safe.' is a programme for
children aged 5-11 which aims to help
children understand abuse in all its forms and
to recognise the signs of abuse. Children
were taught to speak out to a safe adult if
they are worried.

The content was delivered in an engaging and
interactive way with the help of the NSPCC
mascot Buddy and a virtual assembly
including Ant and Dec. An NSPCC volunteer
led workshops in the classrooms for all the
Year 2 children.

If you would like to know more about the
'Speak out. Stay safe.' programme, please visit
www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout

The Reception classes have used the NSPCC
‘Talk PANTS’ resources and the Pantosaurus
storybook to introduce the PANTS rules and
help keep safe. www.nspcc.org.uk/pants

As always, if you have any concerns and the
safety of a child, please speak directly to Mrs
Barwell, our Deputy Headteacher and
Designated Safeguarding Lead at school.
Thank you.

PTFA News

It's been a busy term for the PTFA, with lots of
exciting activities for the children to enjoy!
We absolutely must mention the wonderful
Happy's Circus, who visited us back in
September. This was a memorable event,
enjoyed by the children, parents and
grandparents alike! We have heard such
brilliant feedback and are so grateful to the
Junior School for allowing us to commandeer
the School Field. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time in the run up, during


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/pants

and after this event - we honestly couldn't
have done it without you.

The new committee took over at the end of
October and have since had our hands full
organising and delivering Elfridges and the
Christmas discos. Elfridges is always a
highlight for the children, and it was an
absolute joy to witness their enthusiasm and
excitement for this event. The children took
their time and put great thought into the gifts
they chose - we hope you love them! A huge
thanks goes to all the volunteers who helped
make Elfridges a success throughout the
week, particularly Mrs Claus and the Grinch!

The children all had a fabulous time at their
respective discos, celebrating the end of the
school year in style! A big thank you to all the
teachers, staff and parents who kindly
volunteered their time and, of course,
Sinclair.

We are incredibly lucky to have our wonderful
Communications Secretary, Jess, as part of
the team. She has been hard at work setting
up our brand-new Instagram account! Make
sure you follow us using the handle
groveroadschools_ptfa for updates and sneak
peaks of what goes on behind-the-scenes. The
PTFA noticeboards as you enter the school
playground have also been revamped. You
will find details of upcoming events displayed
here at the start of each half term, complete
with a QR code to make booking easy!

The money raised this year has provided new
sand and water trays for the reception
classes, leavers Bibles for the year 2s, reading
passports for the junior school, coaches for
the reception theatre trips, science day and a
pantomime for the junior school to enjoy.

There are lots more exciting activities to come
in the spring term which we will share in the
new year.

Finally, we would like to say a massive thank
you for everyone's support in 2025. We are so
lucky to have such amazing parents who

support our events at every turn, and
incredible volunteers, whom without the
events couldn't take place.

We wish you all a very merry Christmas and
look forward to raising lots more money for
the schools in 2026!

Emma, Lisa, Jess, Emma, Viv and Steve



Leicester, Leicestershire
and Rutland
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With the colder, winter months leading to more of us suffering from coughs, colds, flu
and other ilinesses, it's important to know when and where to get the right treatment for
any member of your family.

Here you can find a wide range of resources to help you and your family stay well this

NHS - Staying well this winter

winter and over the festive period.

Need help fast?

Right
Care,

Right
Place *
The NHS in Leicester, Leicestershire and
Rutland has issued new advice to help you get
the right NHS care when you need it quickly
and recommends just two simple steps for
situations when it isn't life threatening-
including at Christmas and New Year.

Step 1: Try to manage the problem yourself or
get help from a local pharmacy, NHS 111
online, or the NHS App.

Step 2: If that doesn't work or the problem is
more serious, contact your GP practice or
NHS 111 (when your GP practice is closed).
They will help arrange the right appointment.

Need help fast
and itisn't life threatening?
Get the right NHS care
in two simple steps

Click here to access the
‘Need help fast?’ information,”v

as well as details of what's
open and when during the m
festive holidays

Leicester, Leicestershire
and Rutland

ealth Winter
HmKidS! wellness hub

To help support you and your family stay well
this winter, on Health for Kids: Grownups you
can access an online winter hub with advice
around flu, local vaccination cs, fevers,
stomach bugs as well as general winter health
and safety advice.

The hub contains information for all the family,
with CBBC's Operation Ouch team on hand

with videos on head injuries and fevers for
children to enjoy, while grownups can discover
how to look after a member of the family with

norovirus.

Click here to
access the
ter hub

=1

Staying well “
over winter

DID YOU
KNOW.

Get the latest
winter updates

For the latest advice, support and information
throughout winter, we recommend following
these local accounts on Instagram:
« Lelcester, Lolcestershire and Rutiand
Integrated Care Board (@nhslir)
- Lelcester's Hospitals
(@lelcestershospltals)
« Lelcestershire Partnership NHS Trust
(@iptnhs)
« East Midlands Ambulance
(@emasnhstrust)

Discover how some simple
home-based self-care could
save you from hours in a busy
hospital waiting room or GP
surgery.

Click here to access
University Hospitals of
Leicester's

i,
ster's g
‘Stay_home, stay well g)
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Stay home,
stay well

dren aged 0109

Vaccinations are the best way to protect

yourself from serious iliness.

Make sure you and your family are up-to-date
with all the vaccines you are eligible for to stay
well through the winter months and beyond.

Children's ‘'super bodjes" are designed to
fight off many common ilinesses, without
the need for antibiotics?

Most children will recover in the same amount
of time with or without antibiotics.

=\
® Nusm @
11 111.nhs.uk

NHS 111 can help if you have an urgent medical
problem and you're not sure what to do. They
offer help 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
and can:

Direct you to appropriate|
local services for your
medical condition and

help amange an
appointment

Tell you where to
get help for your
symptoms

Direct you to where
to get emergency
medical prescriptions

Provide general
health information
and advice

For life-threatening illnesses or injuries, you
should always dial 999.

Flu is already effecting our communities with high
numbers of people already needing hospital
treatment.

Protect your child, family and any vulnerable people
around you this winter by ensuring your child has their
nasal flu vaccine either at school or children aged 2-3
can have the vaccine at their GP practice or selected
pharmacies.  Click for

'vaccination

information:

DID YOU

KNOW




School Term Dates

Dates for Your Diary

Spring Term 2026

Tues. 6" January School re-opens at 8.45 am

Sharing our learning’ from 3.15 pm fo 4.00 pm

Weds. 21# January

CALENDAR

Weds. 4" February

Tues. 10 February Safer Intemet Day

- P ts” i
Weds. 117 & 12hFebruary | Forenis’ Evening — . -

{details fo follow about box

Weds. 11" Februa Year estel

1 of PTFA fu
16* to 20" February Hailf-term holiday
Mon. 23~ February School re-opens at 8.45 am
. " World Book Day - children to dress up as a book character and
Academic Year 2025-2026 Thus. 5% March bring their favoutte book to school
- . SEND Parental Reviews - in 3.30t0 5.00 pm
Wadsti Mo 10 be made via Class Dojo (invitation fo follow)

Thurs. 19% March Prayer Space Day in school - Grace, Mercy and Peace

20* March ay -

Tues. 24" Marct PTFA Egg-rol

g competition - No book

Whole school Palm Sunday service at 5t Cathefine’s church at
Weds. 25" March 2.00 pm. Children only.

Spring Term

Weds. 254 M

School Hall

Thurs, 26 March Children's assessment summaries will be sent home

Easter bonnet parade (in school). Every child will need a bonnet

School Opens: Tuesday 6th January RER et letee [noiing taney - nome-mase.e-used wll S0 st fnen

Fri. 27" March End of spring term

2026 30% March to 10+ April Easter holidays

Mid-term break: Monday 16th to
Friday 20th February 2026
Dates for Your Diary

School Closes: Friday 27th March
Summer Term 2026

2026 Mon. 13" April School re-opens ot 845 am for start of summer ferm

Mon. 4" May May Day Bank Holiday - school closed

Weds. 13" & Thurs. 14/

Thint, J4% & i Yot M Year 2 Beaumanor Hall residential trips

Summer Term Sat. 16" May St Catherine’s Church May Fair - 10.00 am to 2.00 pm

Fri. 227 May PTFA non-uniform day - suggested donation £1
) Break up for half-term

School Opens: Monday 13th April ERMGSHENG il

Mon. 1# June School re-opens at 8.45 am
202 6 w/b 8" June Year 1 phonics screen
Weds. 10 June Intro to KS1 Meeting 4.45 - 5.30

SEND Parental Reviews - in classrooms 3.30 to 5.00 pm appointments to be

"
hdidatiied made via Class Dojo finvitation to follow)

May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 4th May B e e

Mon. 227 June * Year1-10.45am to 1200 pm

2026 * Year2-1.30pmto245pm
Thurs. 25% June Prayer Space Day in school - theme of “Transition’
Fri. 26 June Children’s end of year reports going home

Yeor 2leavers performance af 200 pm

Mid-term break: Monday 25th to e Pt ool o

Year 2leavers’ performance at 9.30 am

Friday 29th May 2026 i Emat about ow 1 book ploces o olawneare he time.

Yr. 2 Leavers’ service at St Catherine’s Church - 2.00 pm
Mon. é" July Year 2 parents/carers welcome
P ne eak

School Closes: Wednesday 8th July Weas. 8" July School closes for end of academic year
2026

Dates for Your Diary: _Parents/Letter
Bank/School Dates Spring Term 2026

Parents/Letter
Bank/School Dates Summer Term 2026



https://www.burbageinfants.org/uploads/4/0/5/3/40535325/list_of_dates_-_spring_term_2026.pdf
https://www.burbageinfants.org/uploads/4/0/5/3/40535325/list_of_dates_-_spring_term_2026.pdf
https://www.burbageinfants.org/uploads/4/0/5/3/40535325/list_of_dates_-_summer_term_2026__1_.pdf
https://www.burbageinfants.org/uploads/4/0/5/3/40535325/list_of_dates_-_summer_term_2026__1_.pdf

Contact Us

Contact!

@ o N ¢

The Burbage Grove Road Schools Federation
Burbage C of E Infant School

Grove Road

Burbage

Hinckley

Leicestershire

LE10 2AE

Tel: (01455) 239391

Email: office@burbageinfants.org

Visit us on the website: Burbage C of E
Infants


mailto:office@burbageinfants.org
http://www.burbageinfants.org/
http://www.burbageinfants.org/

